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htoduction:

Judo in Australia has developed over the years into a

more technical and scientinc art. 11五s has been

strengthened over recent years by regular visits to the

∞untry by wen known and respected JudO autho五ties

such as Shigeo KATAOKA, Yukio KATAOKA and

Takeshi ITO。■hett visits to the various Australian

States and ind市 idual JudO Clubs have showll

Australians the more technical side of JudO.Also,in

contrast to this,Australian JudO players have visited

Japan fOr the purposes of barnitt about the wapanese

JudO Spiriずas well as the technical aspects of the

Sport.

Because Australia is posidorled on the globe a long

way from leading JudO Nttions,the knowledge and

expe五ence obtamed by Australians has been五mited.It

is rare to see High Grade Japanese JudO Instructors

teachitt in the∞untryo During their宙gts they made

obseⅣadons,analyzed teachitt and coaching methods

and di∝ussed the士cridcisms of the Australian JudO

WSysten■'l wlth the people mvdvede As a result, this

article has been prepared to explain the pЮblems that

have,in the past,plagued Australian JudO as a whole

and the forust for Judo in thiS∞untt in the future。

Histtry ofJudO in Aぶ五L:

In the 1940's9JudO evdved in Australia。 lt was

introduced by migrants, minly宙 th a Europ―

backgromd,a■ er the Scond World Waro Judo Was

taught and practiced in youth oenters and hans

throughout the mttor cides.People realized that many

of the JapaneSe 面 lors doding at the various

Australian pott were exponentt of JudO.SO,regular

t五ps were tte to the docks seekmg out the sailors

who practiced JudO.They would be invited to the

direrent clubs and asked to teach the Australians the

new―found art of JudO.This happened for mny years

to follow.

JudO quickly spread across Australia.Althotth it

began to increase in popularity,it was and still is

regarded as a"Mino五 ty Sporず.lt was being taught at

police boys clubs,recreational institutes and atェhools.

A n  A u s t r a l i a n  J u d O  b O d y  w a s  f o r r n e d  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  s o

as to urute the various dubs acrα s Australiao Lis

body was known as the JudO Feこ L用画勧n of Australia

goF.A。).¶ ■eJ.F.A.was the sole cOntrdling body for

the sport m Australia at that tilneo Soon after, the

Oceanla JudO Federation was also formed and was

m a i n l y  m n a g e d  b y  p e o p l e  f r o m  N e w  Z a l a n d  a n d

Australia

As time went on, the nunber of people leaming

JudO increased.FЮ m about 1970 to 1985,Judo had

reached its pak in Australiao From 1985 onwards,the

nmber of students studymg the sport appar to have

decreased l旨oIIl that of the previous years.

Cases for ttc Reductim of JudO Pr=だ tiom h
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Tk〕 cause of this is wide and varied.Other Martial

Arts started appearmg and were be∞ ming popular to

television and Fr10Vie audiences across the natione

There were the 
‖
Bruce Lee臀 , 

‖Chuck Norris‖  and

マ!Karate Kidfi movies which depicted and promoted the

Karate,Tae Kwon Do and Kung Fu ighting II撻 .Ъ e

flght Ⅸ〕enes were spectadar,which leant appeal to

the growng youth.

Unemployment has dso grown in Austrdia to ncarly

12% of the working population.People are now

spending a longer tilne at school and tryilII to g0 0n to

university because there are no jobs.

11五s requlres thenl to do more homework and spend

more time studying so they can obtaln llaxllnurn

results in the∝ h∞ ling system, thus resulting in

people not bemg able to make JudO lessons durng the

weeko Because Jdo iS a full∞ nttt sport,people

prone to輌町 rarely try it.

As a result,JudO tOok a back ttat in the combat arts,

while Karate and Tae Kwon Do increased and

■olrished in nШbers.Jud0 10St appeal to the up and

∞ming begmners as there were no high kicks or

strikes to be learnt.After an,who wanted to be able to

grab someone and throw thenl to the groundP ll五 s was

the attitude that many people held.

h aims of the Australian Kodokan Judo

AssocntioL and a1l of the aFlliated State Kodokan Judo

AssoclatbnS,is to prorrlote and teach JudO tO any

person who wishes to learn the sport.It alms to

proIIlote and encolrage the sport at a‖Grass Roots"

level and enhance the particlpation of more children

and youths in taking up the sport. It also dedicates

much time to elevating and advancing Judoka in the

teaching of Kat whiCh iS the basis of」lJudo.

We have realized that JudO, although an individual

sport,is not面 ke group team sports.Without having

a im base of Jun10rs who are keen,talented and up

and conung in the sport, there wlu be n。 。ne m the

future to continue on wli the art. ]日 二s is duplicated

also in the selection of lntemational Competit市 e

Players.Without the base of players,the number of

participants∞mpeting in tournaments and of JudOka

frolYl which coaches are able to select the best possible

∞mpetition players is restrlcted.

The mao五 ty Of people in Australia learn JudO as a

form of sport,at a social level.There is very httle

money available for allαntion to ‖ゝ圧mttty‖ sports.

‐ erefore, Australia wlu probably never have any

player∞ mpetmg at the intenlational level who will

五se above players from countries which encourage and

sponsor"Mino五 ty"sports and pay players to practice

fd time.

In Australia, people have to work to eam a 五vilIョ,

thus plac裏ぎJudo in the category of a sod」sport.¶he

people who practice long hours are only able to do so

when they flt it around the■work∞
―

itments.

A b o u t  Ъ e AKJ. A  a n d ]陥 JF.A

The A.KJ.A.arld the J.F.A.have been nval

assoclations  since  1981.  There  has  been  much

armosity between the 2 groups since that time. Each

of the 2 National Associations has aFlliated ''bodies‖ h

each Sねte of Australia.

The  Sttte  bodies  are  responsible  for  the

administration of Judo in their respect市e States,宙 th

the National Associations mking National policy on

the lrrlplementation and running of Judo thrOughOut the

∞untry.

Each state orgamzation,(regardless of whether it

be the Kodokan AssoclatiOn or the JoF.A。 )holdS

ind市idual dub corrlpetitions and a State Title every

year.Both the A.KJA.and the JoF.A.host separate

national tollmarnents arlllua■y.Tk〕se tournaments are

usually held in a direrent state each year,宙 th the

∞rrlparative State AssoclatiOn orgamzmg the event.

Kodokan members are not anowed to compete in

J.F.A.touHlarnents dess they be∞ me members of

their As∝ iation and宙ce一v∝盟.J.F.Ae members are

n o t  a■owed t o∞mpete i n  K o d o k a n  t o―anlent s .

The standards of both players and∞aches in the 2

Da宙d GORDGE etoal.
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AssocttLtiOnS are comparable. As has been previously

stated,all Judo in Australia was originally rull by the

JoF.Ao After much dimppomtment and disagreement

between senior Dan grades and ottcials in an states,a

split o∝urred宙 thin the JoF.A"and an other National

organizadoL the AoK」.A。,was fomed.

Iniualy,a1l of the Dan grades were taught by the

same people, thus glving some se血 blance of

standardizatione After the second orgallllzation was

formed,suddenly,dess you were a member of the

J.F.A.,yollr Dan grading,your reた reeing abユity and

yOur JudO as a whole was no longer recognised.How

carl this be soP

The A.KJ.A.was formed by tt lvan

ZAⅦ TCHANOS, one of the forefathers of JudO in

Austraha. In his thne, he ねught and graded many of

the people within the current JoF.A.It is these people

who have turned and have declined to recOgrlr the

s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  A . K J A . i n  A u s t r a l i a .

This五 vEtty stems back mny years to a small

group of people who were,  and still are,  very

hard一headed. 
′
「hey are rrlore concemed about their

grades and where the next one is co― g from rather

than improving the sport so that more people are able

tO e可Oy JudO fOr what it is and rlot what it was.

In South Australia the J.F.A.refuses to accept

Kodokan grades for what they are.Ъey also refuse to

ackllowledge or give referee status to Kodokan

memberso Ths exallple is the urne in every state.

The Sakura Kodokan Judo Association,which is the

South Australian一based AoKJ.A.arlliated Association,

has in the past invited J.F.A clubs and the士members

to participate m Joint tournaFnentt and tr― g

sessions. Ъ e usual result was that none would tuHl

up.The Executive of the South Australian J.FoA.had

told their members that they were not to associate or

p r a c t i c e宙th non  J . F . A . d u b s .

In August,1995,an open JuuOr JudO TOIInarnent

was arranged for any jlnor JudO player regardless of

to which assDttation they bebnged, to enter the

Chiba Journa1 0f Physical Education,20,33-36(1995)

∞mpeduon.Invitations were sent to every Judo dub

in South Australia ■ e to― ament was being hosted

by Japanese 7th Dan,professor Shigeo KATAOKヘ

Japanese 6th Dan.assodate professor Takeshi ITO,

and professor Yukio KATAO10、 who were visiting

Australia at that tlme.(Эn this ottsiOn, the South

Australian J.F.A.Executive went one step f遣there

ney threatened to expel any player or club who

participated in the totrnarrlents, as it was not a

‖Sanctioned‖ J.F.Ae contest.Considering that the

tourrlament was for the beneflt of ttdren and was

beitt hosted by宙siting Japarle鍵‖High Grade 1ゞ,this

was an e】山remely fooLsh action on the part of the

J.F.A.¶nc∞ nsequences of their actions resulted in

the embarrasslrlent of Professors KATAOKA.

The J.F.A.is the recogwzed National JudO bOdy in

Australia9 although membership nttbers between the

2 Associations are slrmlar in sizeo Because they are the

recOgnized body, they are d士 ectly linked to the

lnterrlational JudO Federation(IJ.F.).

Funding and Sponsorship of JudO in Australia:

The Na饉 onal body of the J.FoAo rece市 ed

$511,300。00 from the Australian GovernHlent in

1994/95 through the士  ;'Sport Funding Allocation,1'

$424,300.00 of the total arnount is to be spent on

‖Elite"athetes,lcaving郷 4,000。00 to be spent in any

way the J.F.A.d(Eides。

The A.KJA.does llot rece市 e any money

whatsoever from arly Goverrlment body.Its sole

funding comes from membership fees.None of the

Executives,Coaches,Instructors or helpers lnvolved in

the A.KJAo rece市 e payment for any of their seⅣi∝s.

Udike the J.FA。 ,the National coach rece市 es a

substantial salary, as does the National President and

Secretary.As can be seen in the ngures giVen br the

a1location of funds to‖ELte‖attletes within the」.F.A.,

a lot of money is spent on a selected feⅥ ' people.

■℃se few still do not achieve any outstanding results

in intemational tournaments。
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It is believed that the anocation of money should be

d市ided up between the 2 National Association and

then distributed amongst the indi宙 dual States for

allocatiorl in promoting the sport at bwer levds.Once

JudO aChieves a宙 de and im base in Austr」 L it

would be understandable to spend more money on the

‖Elite"athletes。

■E Foreseeable Fume ofJudO in Austalia:

The time has∞ me for the JudO in Australia to be

unifled.Members of the A.KJ.A.are lobbying for the

forming of an‖Umbrena Body‖ for the 2 Associations.

恥 2 groups would stin be abb to rurl autonomousし

but would∞ mpete together in a joint run lllauonal

tournamente h‖ Umbrena‖ Association would have

representatives from each party.

JOintly, the representatives would sel∝ t and

administrate the national teanl.■ ey would also be

responsible for selecting the Natlonal and Olympic

∞aches。 ■is would be a much fairer system for Judo

to operate under in this∞ulltry.Doing this it ensures

that the best players■om both asociations have the

oppo■lmty of ∞mpeting mtemtionany and

representing Australia

The model on which to base the‖ Umbrellがi body

w o u l d  b e  t h e  s a l n e  a s  t h a t  w h i c h  t h e  U e S o A . d i d  s o F r l e

years ago.■ ey have 2 rrlam national assoclations

which host separate national to― amentse tt wimers

from the 2 associations then∞mpete tOgether and

agamst each other  in  a 
‖
Umbrenが '  A3ociation

tourrlament resdting in the wlmers,regardles of

which Assoclat10n they bdong to,bemg selected to

represent the士 ∞untry in interllational tournaFnentS.

For the‖Umbrenが'body tO be forlned,the IJ.F.

needs to inteⅣene in the― g of JudO in Australia.

Ъ e IJoF.needs to re∞ gnize the A.KJA.and its

member associatlons for the part that they play in the

sport ofJudO in Australia.

Currently, the A.KJA.and its arlliated State

AssoclatiOns has about the same nunber of members

as the JoFoA.has.lt is because of polid∝and stupidity

that there are 2 1ntional asociations in this Colm岬.

恥 IJ.F.should re∞gtte that the 2 ass∝iatiorls with

to renlaln as separate entities and bemuse of this,

shodd not presurne that everym that the JoF.A.

does is g∞d for JudO in Australia

ⅡJdO∞ ntillues h the mure,the wγ ttt t has

done in the past coIIle tirrle for the 2000 01ymplcs,

Australia will have very dhniゴShed chances at Ⅵn― g

or even providmg a substantial∞mpetitive national or

Olympic team.

(Re(E市ed 20,December,1995)

David GORDGE et.al.
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